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Choo-Choo City Rails
2019 SER Convention

Welcome to the 2019 Convention
in beautiful Chattanooga, TN!

Roy Masterson, Superintendent and Convention 
Chairman, and his Convention Team have been 
working hard to put together an outstanding 
event for our members and families. In addition 
to the excursions and layout tours, you will be 
able to enjoy fi rst-class clinics from a talented 
team of speakers.

Please take time to study the Timetable which 
will outline all the activities that you and your 
family can enjoy over the weekend.

In addition, please be aware that the Annual 
Chattanooga Riverbend festival will be taking 
place downtown and will include Keith Urban 
on Friday and fi reworks over the river on 
Saturday night.

We must thank Roy and his team for all their 
hard work as well as ScaleTrains.com for 
their sponsorships of pre and post-convention 
activities, and the fi nancing a key speaker.

 All Aboard!

Alan Mole
SER President 
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SER Board of Directors
 Alan Mole President
 Fred Coleman Vice President
 Mike Cummings Secretary
 Sally Bando Treasurer
 Paul V. Voelker Director
 Howard Goodwin, MMR Director
 Larry Burkholder Director
 Howard Garner, MMR Director

Convention Committee
 Roy Masterson Chairman

 Shane Wilson Corporate Sponsor
 Owen Maddux Clinics
 Dale Bryant Contest
 William Orman Home Layout Tours
 Brian Ford Operating Sessions
 Mark McAllister Non-Rail Activities 
 Brendan Brosnan Prototype Tours
 John Lanese Treasurer
 Mark McAllister Shirts
 Ed Tougaw Registrar
 Justin Strickland Hospitality Advisor
 John Lanese Webmaster
 Ed Juaire Publicity

Board of Directors Meeting
Open to all attendees.

Th e meeting will be held in the
W&A room (Vision Ballroom “B/C”)

Saturday morning at 9:00 am.

Roy Masterson, Cherokee Division Superintendent
& 2019 Convention Chairman

Welcome to Chattanooga! On behalf of the Cherokee 
Division and the 2019 Convention Committee, I want 
to thank you for attending this year’s SER Annual 
Convention. Our goal was to provide a convention with 
outstanding clinicians, located near family-friendly 
tourist attractions like the Tennessee Aquarium and the 
Bluff  View Art District. Th e downtown area is fi lled with 
many unique restaurants and shops. Nearby are Lookout 
Mountain’s Incline Railway, Rock City and Ruby Falls. 
We also lined up some interesting Non-Rail activities.

Th ere are a variety of clinics, the judged model contest, 
favorite model contest, self-guided layout tours, 
operating sessions, consignment room and guided 
industry tours.  

Saturday at 5:00 p.m. the SER Reception begins 
with an open bar followed by the raffl  e drawing and 
Convention Banquet at 7:00. Pelle Søeborg, world 
renowned model railroader and author, will be our 
keynote speaker.  Pelle’s trip to Chattanooga was 
sponsored by ScaleTrains.com.

We thank ScaleTrains.com again for their generous 
sponsorship of this year’s SER Annual Convention. 
Th e YouTube promotional video they created about 
our convention has been viewed over 2,000 times. 
ScaleTrains.com is also providing a great selection of 
items for our raffl  e and presenting several clinics during 
the convention as well as events before and after the 
convention.

We also thank Model Railroader Magazine for 
sponsoring Cody Grivo and Riverdale Station for 
sponsoring Lance Mindheim. 

If this is your fi rst convention or latest of many, we hope 
it will be an enjoyable experience with old and new 
friends. Have fun!
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DonorsDonors
We thank the following

companies and individuals
for their donations.

Bar MillsBar Mills
Broadway LimitedBroadway Limited
Brendan BrosnanBrendan Brosnan

CAMRCCAMRC
Chooch EnterprisesChooch Enterprises

Willie ClontsWillie Clonts
Brian FordBrian Ford

David HolsingerDavid Holsinger
Mark McAllisterMark McAllister

NCENCE
Mike NealeMike Neale
Bill OrmanBill Orman

ScaleTrains.comScaleTrains.com

Layout Tours - Friday 5/31 morning (9 a.m. - noon)

B - Rich Stichler's European and Japanese Z layouts
90 Creekview Dr, Ringgold, GA 30736

Handicap accessible in garage ~ 423-653-0854

Rich has two separate 2' x 3' portable layouts. Th e European 
layout is fully detailed with mountains, tunnels, bridges, a castle, 
streets and vehicles. Th e Japanese layout includes an engine house, 
turntable, bridges and a bustling town. Th e buildings include an 
impressive amount of detail, and both passenger and freight trains 
glide across the sleek track work.

C - Ed Painter’s Virginia Piedmont, Appalachian and Western Railway
5265 Red Clay Rd, Cohutta, GA 30701
Enter via front door, downstairs

NOT handicap accessible ~ 678-350-5424

Th is HO scale railroad is a loose representation of the Appala-
chian Mountain region of Southwest Virginia and Southern West 
Virginia as well as the Piedmont region of Virginia. Th e main 
benchwork is built in a basic “U” confi guration, 42’ long with 
90-degree wings of 16’ and 18’ at each end measuring 6’ across.

Work on the layout began during the winter of 2018 with the en-
tire double track mainline and several long passing sidings powered 
by NCE DCC wireless control system. Track 30% completed.

Additionally, Ed’s house is conveniently situated where Norfolk 
Southern’s single track is located with an average of more than 40 
trains a day. Great for railfanning!

Consignment
W&A room (Vision Ballroom - “A”)

A reminder that all
consignments items must

be removed from Ballroom A
by 2:30 on Saturday.
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Contest
Bring your entries to the Inspiration Meeting Room.

Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Room closes for judging at 10:00 a.m.

Layout Tours - Friday 5/31 afternoon (1 - 4 p.m.)

D - David Holsinger’s Nona County Rails
1035 Bramblewood Trail NW, Cleveland, TN 37311
Enter via backyard into basement
Handicap accessible ~ 423-339-0650

Th is 13’ x 30’ HO layout features a variety of mid-west 
railroads running on four separate mainlines, each on a 
separate level.

Th e “farm side” of the layout includes stock pens, soybean 
and corn fi elds (including 8000 handmade cornstalks!), and 
greenhouses; the “industrial side” of the layout includes an 
oil terminal, a cement plant, grain elevators, and numerous 
other detailed scenes.

Th e railroad is 100% complete with DC control.

E - Willie Clonts’ Soddy Daisy Southern
11629 Guth Rd, Soddy Daisy, TN 37379
Park in driveway, layout is in building out back.
Handicap accessible ~ 423-718-5989

Th is freelanced HO scale railroad is a 16 x 40 foot layout, set 
in Appalachia during the 1930-1949 period. It is a beautiful 
scenic railroad, featuring two harbors, an operating swing 
bridge, multiple craftsman kit-built and scratch-built build-
ings, piers, and barges.

Th e layout design is “around the room” style with a peninsu-
la featuring 18” of elevation change. Steam engines are the 
prevalent power with fi rst generation diesel being added.

Th e layout has recently doubled in size and is a must-see 
museum quality layout, built by a true artist.

Reception - Raffl  e - Banquet
Western & Atlantic Room (Vision Ballroom)
Prior to the banquet at 7:00 p.m., join us for

a reception at 5:00 outside of the W&A room.
Th ere will be a cash bar and raffl  e tickets will

be sold until 6:30, at which time drawings
will be held in the W&A room.

You must be present in the W&A room
to claim your winnings.
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Layout Tours - Saturday 6/1 morning (9 a.m. - noon)

F - Jim Bailiff ’s HO scale Sharonville Division
480 Patten Chapel Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37419
Park in driveway, enter around left side to back door.
Handicap accessible ~ 423-322-8192

Th is layout depicts the early 50s Cincinnati area, with 2 
scale miles covering 780 sq. ft. built on recycled doors with 
cork roadbed and foam scenery. It is 100% complete using 
Digitrax system.

G - Jerry Holmes’ S scale C&O Allegheny Sub
1164 Cumberland Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37419
Park in driveway, use front door.
NOT handicap accessible ~ 423-821-8708

Th e 945 sq. ft. layout built on L girders, depicting the autumn 
of 1952 from Hilton WV to Clifton VA. It is built on Homabed 
with code 100 Shinohara track and #8 turnouts. Th e scenery 
is foam and plaster, with Mike Tylick structures and uses the 
NCE system. 

H - Barry Miller’s Lookout Mountain Southern
1605 Fairy Dell Trail, Lookout Mountain, GA 30750
Handicapped accessible but has a small step ~ 423-313-5318

Th is HO scale layout is a 24’ x 13’ freelanced, present day, multi-
level layout, representing the NS and CSX on the Chattanooga 
to Wauhatchie route.

Th e railroad features lower staging on both sides of the dog-
bone design and two helixes, allowing for continuous running, 
switching, and self-staging for operations. Th e layout uses 
Digitrax, it’s track work is 40% complete and scenery at 20%. 
Th ere are several industries to switch.

Also featured are multiple prototype bridges that will certainly 
“Catch your eye.”

Chattanooga Area Model
Rail Road Club

proudly supports the
Southeastern Region

of the NMRA
and

the Cherokee Division.

We offi  cially announce our new home at the
Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum!

New to the hobby and want to learn a new skill?
Don’t have space for a home layout?

Want to satisfy that craving to start over
on a new layout?

Enjoy the social aspects of working
on a project with others?

Join the challenge!
Join CAMRC

Contact:
Brendan Brosnan: hot-metal@epbfi .com

Ed Juaire: railfan@ejpj.com
www.camrc.org

C
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Th e purpose of the Operations SIG is to 
discuss how to operate model railroads in 
a way that emulates prototype railroads. 
We talk about how to generate, move, and 
control rail traffi  c so that your railroad 
can feel like a part of a nationwide rail 
transportation network.

If you want your trains to start moving 
freight and passenger traffi  c in a realistic 
way, come join us! We publish a quarterly 
full color magazine in electronic and print 
format and help promote operating events 
around the world. 

Please visit our web site for a downloadable 
membership application and visit us on 
Facebook for lots of operating session 
pictures. 

www.opsig.org

www.facebook.com/OperationsSIG

Layout Tours - Saturday 6/1 afternoon (1 - 4 p.m.)

J - Brian Ford’s HO BN Monett Sub
1208 Laurelwood Dr, East Ridge, TN 37412
Park in driveway, enter around right side to back door.
Handicap accessible with a slight slope ~ 423-297-5726

Th is HO layout is designed for operations and models the 
Springfi eld area of the BN in the mid-1990’s. It features 
Springfi eld Yard with many of the actual on-line industries. 
Under construction but with Springfi eld yard and an additional 
50 ft of the mainline powered up, this layout uses a variety of 
non-traditional construction techniques and materials.

K - Chip Chipman’s HO Concord Central
6906 Phyllis Ln, Chattanooga, TN 37421
Park in driveway or street, layout is in the detached garage.
Handicap accessible ~ 423-304-0818

Th e freelanced layout covers the 1980’s to 1990’s in the Chatta-
nooga area. Th e layout covers 2.5 scale miles, featuring classifi -
cation and intermodal yards, locomotive shop, and several large 
industries such as grain elevator and scrap yard (with real rust 
debris!). Concord Central provides the local switching for the 
various NS and CSX mainline freights.

L - Ed Tougaw’s N scale Intermont & Western Virginia
209 Dailey Hills Terrace, Ringgold GA 30736
Enter around right side to back door
Handicapped accessible ~ 423-280-9105

Th e I&WV Railroad is located in the south-western tip of 
Virginia set in steam transition era of the 1950’s.  It serves as a 
bridge line between the Interstate and the C&O. Th ese 
connections generate traffi  c from several major lines.  King 
Coal still rules on the I&WVRR. 

Th is multi-level layout is under construction and features 3.5 
scale miles of track, a major marshalling yard, facilities for 
servicing steam and diesel, and three coal branch lines.  Ed uses 
traditional DC blocks and multiple tethered throttles.
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Layout Tours - Sunday 6/1 morning (10 a.m. - 1 p.m.)

M - TVRM Rathole Division
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421
Drive to back of offi  ce building - enter back door
Handicapped accessible - 423-598-9925

TVRM and the Chattanooga Area Model Railroad Club are building 
a HO scale layout depicting a portion of the Rathole Division of the 
CNO&TP. Th e layout will cover an area of more than 1,850 sq. ft.

When completed the layout will be open to the public, running 
in an automated mode with 7 simultaneous trains and using the 
Digikeijs DCC system. Th e club will also have operating sessions. 
Benchwork has been completed and track laying has begun.

CSX and Norfolk Southern mainlines make for great railfan view-
ing at the TVRM station.

N - Bill Orman’s HO MLS&T
11194 Captains Cove Dr, Soddy Daisy TN 37379
NOT handicap accessible ~ 423-243-6829

Th e MLS&T is a HO freelanced, present day railroad, depicting 
the Tennessee and Southern Kentucky landscape. Trains originate 
and return to Memphis, TN and Meridian, MS using a shared NS/
CSX mainline arriving in New Holland yard for distribution to 
several major industries.

Th e layout is primarily a switching layout with 128 feet of main-
line, a branchline providing fi ve industries to serve, and See-
burg-Simmons industrial park on a peninsula. Major industries 
served are an auto plant car loading facility, an auto transload 
facility to car carrier trucks, auto parts suppliers and other.

Additional traffi  c includes a coal fi red power plant, salvage compa-
ny, cement plant and fl our mill providing a broad array of traffi  c on 
the railroad.

E - Willie Clonts’ Soddy Daisy Southern
11629 Guth Rd, Soddy Daisy, TN 37379
Park in driveway, layout is in building out back.
Handicap accessible ~ 423-718-5989
See page 9, Layout Tours for additional information.
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CLINIC SCHEDULE - Saturday, June 1
 Time L&N Room
  10:00 Rusty Evans ~ Lighting a Caboose Kit
 11:00 John Stewart ~ $5 Switch Machines
   Arduino & Servo Motors
 12:00 LUNCH
 1:00 Paul Falk ~ Speed Matching
 2:00 Sandy Warrington ~ Basing Car Movement
   On Industry Needs
 3:00 Justin Strickland ~ History of Terminal Station
 4:00 Matt Herman ~ ESU Products & DCC System
 Time Southern Room
  10:00 Lance Mindheim ~ Model RR as an Art
 11:00 Mike Cyr ~ Virtual Railfan
 12:00 LUNCH
 1:00 Cody Grivno ~ Modeling Crookston, MN
 2:00 Dale Bryant ~ Make & Take Super Trees
 3:00 Lance Mindheim ~ Time as a Planning Concept
 4:00 Willie Clonts & Dave Baron ~
   Paint Your Own Backdrops
 Time NC&StL Room
 10:00 Jim Grossen ~ Servo Controller for
   Switching & LED Control
 11:00 Steve Milley ~ Details Lasr Cut 
   Details for Structures & Scenes
 12:00 LUNCH
 1:00 Michael Cummings ~  Fallen Flags-SE
 2:00 Carlton Brown ~ Using RFID in RR Operations
 3:00 Ryan Matthews ~ Digikeijs DCC Products
 4:00 Dave Bennet ~ Creating Rocks from Foam
   the Easy Way

Friday, May 31 - 7:30 p.m.

Join ‘Chattanooga’s Terminal Station’ author Justin Strickland 
for a historic walking tour of the city’s most iconic depot.
Learn about Terminal Station’s preservation and development 
into the world famous “Chattanooga Choo Choo” Hotel 
and entertainment complex.

Southern Room
Motivation Meeting Room

L&N Room
Insight Meeting Room

NC&StL  Room
Epiphany

Meeting Room

CLINIC SCHEDULE - Friday, May 31
 Time L&N Room
 9:00 George Eichelberger ~ “30 Tons of Archives”
 Southern Railway Historical Association
 10:00 Bill Raymond ~ Operations
 11:00 Steve Milley ~ Laser Cutting Tech &
   Creating  Craftsman Kits
 12:00 LUNCH
 1:00 Ryan Matthews ~ Digikeijs DCC Products
 2:00 Jim Grossen ~ Servo Controller for
   Switching & LED Control
 3:00 John Stewart ~ $5 Switch Machines
 4:00 Paul Falk ~ Speed Matching

 Time Southern Room
 9:00 Lance Mindheim ~ Time as a Planning
   Concept
 10:00 JoAnna Long ~ Scratch Building 
 11:00 Cody Grivno ~ Modeling Crookston, MN
 12:00 LUNCH
 1:00 Mike Cyr ~ Virtual Railfan
 2:00 Lance Mindheim ~ Model RR as Art
 3:00 Sandy Warrington ~ Making Your Own Car Cards
 4:00 Chuck Higdon ~ Helix Construction
 5:30 Pelle SØeborg ~  How to Create Authentic
   Scenes on Your Layout.
 Time NC&StL Room
 9:00 Carlton Brown ~ RFID Systems & NFC Solutions
 10:00 Douglas Hughes ~ Dispatcher AP Award
 11:00 Michael Cummings ~  Fallen Flags-NE
 12:00 LUNCH
 1:00 Rusty Evans ~ L&N Wood Cabooses
 2:00 Matt Herman ~ ESU V5 Decoders
 3:00 Shane Wilson ~ How a model is developed
 4:00 Henry Freeman ~ B&O Cumberland DIvision
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Layout Tours - Sunday 6/1 afternoon (1 p.m. - 4 p.m.)
Driving distance to the next 2 layouts are approximately 15 minutes 

east of ScaleTrain’s.com train-watching party in Dalton.

O - Ted Yarborough’s D&RGW and Rio Grande Southern
212 Love Drive, Chatsworth, GA 30705 ~ 706-695-2155 home

Th is narrow gauge garden railroad features Heartland and
Bachmann ‘Geese’ as well as Bachmann and LGB locomotives. 
Wooden structures are custom made and resemble Colorado 
buildings. Th ere are tunnels and bridges on 5 non-connected loops 
totaling about 250 ft. of track.

Special Note: Rain will cancel tour of this railroad; please call if in 
question before driving to Chatsworth.

P - Whitfi eld-Murray Historical Society’s layouts at Chatsworth
L&N Depot ~ Whitfi eld-Murray Historical Society
100 First Avenue, Chatsworth, GA 30705

Small operating garden display of G-Scale train belonging to NS 
engineer, located in 1905 L & N Depot. HO scale railroad belong-
ing to local educator also operating inside depot. M-5 SCL ca-
boose on display behind depot. Free admission/donations accepted.

Q - Knoxville Area Model Railroaders - 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge
461 W Outer Dr, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 ~ 865-482-1074
www.knoxmodelrailroaders.com

Loosely based on the Southern Railroad, the Knoxville, Atlanta, 
and Mobile Railroad (KAMR) is a subsidiary of the Southern and 
uses a lot of Southern equipment, similar to the NC&StL and the 
L&N. Great liberties are taken with both history and geography, 
while modeling the mainline from Cincinnati to Chattanooga and 
including the classifi cation yard and passenger station in Knoxville.

Th e 30 by 40 ft. layout room is located within the west wing of the 
Children’s Museum in Oak Ridge, approximately 2 hours northeast 
of the convention hotel. An N scale layout will be operating in the 
same building at the same time.

The White River Productions
train keeps on growing!

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com
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Subscribe today and
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Chattanooga Modular Modelers, Inc. is proud
to support the 2019 SER-NMRA Convention!

New to the hobby? Have limited space for a railroad?

Maybe particialting in a modular club is for you !
Our club features members with HO, N-Trak and even 
O scale three-rail modules. 
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit teaching club that travels
to events in the Southeast to promote the hobby, interact 
with the public and teach the history of American railroads.

                       See our progress or contact us at:
www.chattmodmod.org

              

Phone: (423) 424-0352
Email:  chattmodmod@gmail.com
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Operating Sessions
Th is information is for reference for those who

already have signed up for these session.

Th ursday 5/30 evening (6:30 doors open – 10 p.m.)

R - Roy Masterson’s HO Louisville Southern
3502 Glendon Dr, Chattanooga TN 37411
Handicapped accessible ~ 423-227-0334

The HO scale Louisville Southern was built for operations and 
is a point-to-point layout set in the late 1960’s. Th e LS operates 
from Harriman, Tennessee to Decatur, Alabama and motive 
power consists of Southern, L&N and Tennessee Central.

Major towns on the LS are Rockwood, Chattanooga, Bridgeport, 
Scottsboro and Huntsville. Th e layout has a 230’ mainline on two 
levels in three rooms in the basement. NCE DCC and a wireless 
router allowing various smart phone devices to run the trains.

 ______________________________________

Friday 5/31 evening (6:30 doors open – 10 p.m.)

G - Jerry Holmes’ S scale C&O Allegheny Sub
1164 Cumberland Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37419
Park in driveway, use front door.
NOT handicap accessible ~ 423-821-8708
S Scale - NCE DCC
See page 11, Layout Tours for additional information.

N - Bill Orman’s HO MLS&T
11194 Captains Cove Dr, Soddy Daisy TN 37379
NOT handicap accessible ~ 423-243-6829
HO Scale - NCE DCC
See page 15, Layout Tours for additional information.

 ______________________________________

Sunday 6/2 afternoon (1:00 doors open – 4:30 p.m.)

R - Roy Masterson’s HO Louisville Southern
See above for information

Q - Knoxville Area Model Railroaders - 1:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge
461 W Outer Dr, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 ~ 865-482-1074
HO and N Scale - Digitrax DCC
See page 19, Layout Tours for additional information.
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